
Formative Assessment Articles - Elementary 

 
Formative Assessment that Empowers – This article describes the experience of one 
school district that placed focus on Formative Assessment.  The steps they took to 
implement this focus and the positive effects are described in details. 
 
The Best Value in Formative Assessment – This article describes the difference 
between Formative and Summative Assessment, including some ideas of Formative 
Assessments that teachers can use in their classrooms. 
 
Formative Assessment Examples in Practice – This is a great article that includes a set 
of vignettes that describe assessment practices and an evaluation of those practices in 
light of what research tells us about the value of formative assessment in increasing 
student achievement.   
 
Common Formative Assessment: An Overview – This brief article describes what 
formative assessments are, guidelines for designing them, and the benefits of using 
them.   
 
The Case for Common Formative Assessment – This is a very interesting article that 
lays out the case for why formative assessments are beneficial.  It also includes reader 
responses that highlight some teachers’ thoughts and feelings on formative 
assessments, why they are great for kids and why they can be challenging to use. 
 
Reproducible Common Formative Assessments – This text is written for interventionists 
and includes descriptors of Common Formative Assessments and an activity designed 
to help teachers evaluate the assessments they are currently using.  There is also a 
chart designed to help teachers design formative assessments using curriculum 
objectives.  
 
Waving the Flag for Formative Assessments - In this article W. James Popham explains 
how this is an extraordinary moment with two stage-setting educational events, the 
CCSS and new teacher evaluation procedures, when leaders of American education 
can legitimately advocate that teachers should adopt formative assessment because it 
will be in teachers' and students’ best interests to do so. 

Types of Formative Assessments – This text from the West Virginia Department of 
Education, lists many different kinds of formative assessments teachers can use to 
assess their students.  The list includes a summary as well as resource links that give 
even more information. 

More Types of Formative Assessments – This resource lists 21 different types of 
formative assessments including graphic organizers that teachers can use to support 
the use of each type.  Great! 
 
The Importance of Feedback – This text lists research supported tips for giving students 
effective instructional feedback.  If the Salient 5 were a Salient 6, this would be the 6th 
item on the list! 

http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/nov08/vol66/num03/Formative-Assessment-That-Empowers.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/dec07/vol65/num04/The-Best-Value-in-Formative-Assessment.aspx
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/formativeInterim/docs/Formative_Assessment_Examples_2008.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/curriculum/cali/2fdtcommonformassess.pdf
http://www.allthingsplc.info/wordpress/?p=49
http://www.aea267.k12.ia.us/system/assets/uploads/files/380/common_formative_assessments.pdf
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/01/09/15popham.h32.html?tkn=QRLFBnPjyudPT0V%2BUPHKx9aztp%2BKo9YSEm1n&intc=es
http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/ExamplesofFormativeAssessment.html
http://www.stemresources.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=52&Itemid=70
http://www.netc.org/focus/strategies/prov.php
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Formative Assessment Cycle - This interactive website takes you through the formative 
assessment cycle, including explanations of each step and some practical strategies 
that can be used with kids. 
 
Feedback Power Point – This power point outlines how to deliver effective to students in 

a way that raises their achievement.  

 

http://datause.cse.ucla.edu/fa_cycle.php?node=1
http://www.fcps.org/cms/lib02/MD01000577/Centricity/Domain/97/Effective%20feedback.ppt

